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Unit I Overview
Content Area: Digital Music
Unit Title: Social Justice
Target Course/Grade Level:  8
Unit Summary:
Students will learn about social justice in music and how to create their own song using a
social justice issue as their topic.

Student Learning Objectives
Students will:

● Learn about and discuss various social justice topics.
● Explore how social justice topics have been used as themes throughout popular music in the

20th and 21st centuries.
● Research a social justice topic of their choice, including picture related to that topic.
● Discuss the use of perfect and imperfect rhymes in relation to writing lyrics.
● Write original lyrics about their chosen social justice topic.
● Utilize music arrangement software to create an original score using audio channels and

loops.
● Present a final project to the class using Google Slides containing their original lyrics and

score accompanied by related images on their social justice topic.

Related Contenthttps://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/)

ELA/Literacy:
RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events
RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the
texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation
NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and
collaborate with others.
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research
process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other
information in print and digital texts. RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a
text.
Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., crosscultural,
gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can best be used to design multiple potential
solutions
9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences with sensitivity and respect
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and perspectives through active discussions to achieve
a group goal.
9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively communicates a data set using formatting
techniques such as form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping
9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific
purpose



9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving solutions to local, national, or global issues and analyze the
factors that led to a positive or negative outcome.
9.4.8.DC.2: Provide appropriate citation and attribution elements when creating media products
9.4.8.IML.2: Identify specific examples of distortion, exaggeration, or misrepresentation of information.
9.4.8.IML.7: Use information from a variety of sources, contexts, disciplines, and cultures for a specific
purpose

Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.8.DA.1: Organize and transform data collected using computational tools to make it usable for a specific
purpose.
LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the
political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as
part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36)

Standard
#

New Jersey Student Learning Standards

1.3A.8.Cr2b Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal
rhythmic phrases, melodic phrases, and harmonic sequences.

1.3A.8.Pr6b Demonstrate performance decorum (e.g., stage presence, attire, behavior) and audience
etiquette appropriate for venue, purpose, context, and style.

1.3A.8.Cn1
1a

Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

1.3E.12.Re
8

Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.
EU: The process of interpreting artistic expression can be achieved through analysis,
expressive intent, context and personal experiences.

1.3E.12.C
n10

Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
EU: Through the arts, personal experiences, ideas, knowledge, and contexts are
integrated to make meaning, and synthesized to interpret meaning.

Essential Questions

Essential Questions:

- Can students choose and research a social justice
issue to create song lyrics educating their listener
about that chosen topic?

- Can students create music using music software
arranging program Soundation to accompany their
Social Justice project?

- Can students create a presentation utilizing
computer application Google Slides using their
lyrics, found images, and Soundation music?

Enduring Understandings

- Students will research and write song
lyrics or spoken word poems based on
research they performed about a social
justice topic.

- Students will utilize music software
Soundation to create music for their song.

- Students will import the Google Images
they have found as well as the lyrics and
music they have created into Google Slides
to create a presentation on their Social
Justice Topic.

Unit Learning Targets
Students will …



● Learn about various social justice issues
● Research information about the social justice issue of their choice from the topics discussed

in class.
● Write original lyrics or poetry or short story based on their research discoveries on their

social justice issue.
● Create original music or an arrangement on an existing song as a score for their project using

music arrangement software Soundation.
● Export their music from Soundation to be used as the score or background music in their

Google Slides presentation containing their original lyrics/poem/short story.
● Present their Slides presentation to the class.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments:

Students will complete a number of classwork assignments on their Google Classroom
pertaining to social justice.

Summative Assessment
Students will create a Google Slides presentation containing their lyrics/poem/short story as

well as their soundtrack music from Soundation, incorporating pictures from their Google Image
search related to their social justice issue.

Alternative Assessment:

Benchmark/Performance Assessment Standards & Criteria for Success :  
Students will present their Google Slides project to the class, which will include images

pertaining to their social justice topic, original lyrics/short story/poem, and soundtrack music.

Lesson Plans and Pacing Guide
Lesson Suggestions Timeframe

–weeks
This unit plan is based on a 22-day rotation.  Each 8th grade student will be taught this
unit when they come to Digital Music during the first half of the school year.  The length
and time it takes to complete each portion of the unit varies with each class, depending
on the individual group dynamic and the needs of the students.  The following is an
overview of what will be covered:
- Re-introduction to Digital Music and the computer lab/performing arts space.  Students
will sign in to their computers, set their mouse to the desired settings, and have an
introduction to saving images they find in their photos after Google Image searching.
They will also learn how to change their desktop and screensaver settings by accessing
the images they found and saved through their Google Image search.  Then they will sign
into their K-12 accounts and set up a Google classroom for Digital Music.

Day 1

- Students will listen to four examples of songs with a social justice topic:

- Michael Jackson Black or White

- John Lennon Imagine

Days 2-4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdGDuzVD7rg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOgFZfRVaww


- Marvin Gaye What's Goin On

- Akrobatik Remind My Soul

We will have discussions as a class about what the social justice topic is for each song, as
well as the mood, tempo, instrumentation, etc.  Students will then have the opportunity
to dissect a song on their own through an assignment about the song "Turn, Turn, Turn"
by the Byrds found here: Turn, Turn, Turn.  This will also give them a transition into the
"Social Justice" aspect of their project as we discuss the origin, meaning, and social topic
of the lyrics.

- Students will learn about several different Social Justice issues in today's society. 
They will have a choice of eight different topics from which they will research and
create their own social justice song.  These topics include bullying, world peace,
global access to education, discrimination/racism, immigration rights, poverty,
world hunger and LGBTQIA+.  They will then view and listen to video resources
to aid them in their research and give them a jumping off point for their projects. 
Videos include:

- To This Day 

- Alexander Betts TedTalks: Our Refugee System is Failing

- My Daughter, Malala

- Greeting the World in Peace

- The Story We Tell About Poverty Isn't True- Mia Birdsong

- How to Raise a Black Son in America: Clint Smith

- Ending Hunger Now

- Love, No Matter What

Days 5-10

- Students will develop the lyrics to their song/spoken word poem from the
research they have done on their Social Justice topic.  Lyrics/text can be in any
form of their choosing.  They will also search for a minimum of ten (10) images
using Google Image Search to find pictures that relate to or are specifically about
their topic.  These images can be of famous people known for their studies or work
in that topic, specific events, movies about their topic, stories/poems/songs about
that topic, etc.  Before writing lyrics, we will look at the difference between perfect
rhymes and slant rhymes and some examples of each.  We will read excerpts of
poems by Emily Dickinson as well as select lyrics from songs by music artists
Talib Kweli, Nas, and Billy Joel.

Days 11-14

- Students will create songs using music software Soundation to accompany their Social
Justice lyrics/poems.  Students’ songs will follow ABA (Sonata) form.  This will serve as
background music, similar to a soundtrack, focusing on enhancing the words of their
song/poem.  Students may also use the music (without lyrics) of a song of their choice to
be imported in Soundation and create an arrangement on that song.  We will discuss the

Days 15-17

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6jKE6YIxmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZ2aFZpo8v0
https://docs.google.com/a/plps-k12.org/document/d/1ubuVCtG6Q2DtUnIb1RqrPwee7OupLWBB7KclqDhCDTk/edit?usp=drive_web
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltun92DfnPY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kLIfeGflNp8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4mmeN8gv9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VwpxDCmTs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0oPnS7rUwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Us70DN2XSfM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdxVbUja_pY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EVEmZ2c_es&t=2s


consequences of using someone else’s artistic materials (lyrics, music, etc.) and claiming it
as your own as well as listen to several examples of music that has been covered by other
artists, both with and without permission of the original artist.  They will then export their
song for use in their presentation.
- Students will learn how to create a 12-slide presentation using Google Slides by
inputting their lyrics, images, and Soundation music into a Google Slides presentation. 
They will use the images they found on their slides and insert their lyrics onto each slide
as text.  Their music will be imported so that it plays with the presentation like a
soundtrack for a movie/television show for the duration of their presentation. Their first
slide will include their name, social justice topic, and their MP3 from Soundation.  Slides
2-11 will each include a portion of their lyrics/words as well as an image. Slide 12 will
include a list of the websites that were used as sources. Optional slide 13 to conclude
their presentation (thanks for watching, etc.).

Days 18-20

- Students will share their presentations of their Social Justice projects in their Google
Classroom.  At the end of their rotation, students have the opportunity to present them in
front of their class.

Days 21-22

Extension Lesson(s)

Additional Related Lessons

Teacher Resources:
Music First Classroom – Noteflight, Soundation, Musition
Google Classroom
Google Docs
Google Slides
Smart TV
Laptop
Curriculum Development Resources
New Jersey Student Learning Standards – 2020

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/

